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TO  THE 


JHayor,  J5lcfet[men,  ancf  Councillors 

OF  THE 

Borough  of  Stoke=upon=Trent. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  and  pleasure  of  submitting  to  you  my 
Fifth  Annual  Report,  which  contains  statistics  and  information 
relative  to  the  health  of  the  Borough,  which  will  compare  favour¬ 
ably  with  those  I  have  hitherto  been  privileged  to  present  to 
you. 

The  population  of  the  district  has  increased,  necessitating 
the  erection  of  many  houses,  but  fewer  than  in  preceding  years. 

The  gross  number  of  deaths  appears  large,  but  when  the 
deaths  of  persons,  who,  though  dying  in  the  Borough,  did  not  be¬ 
long  thereto,  are  subtracted,  it  will  be  found  that  the  death  rates 
were  low,  especially  that  from  zymotic  causes. 

The  birth  rate  was  higher  than  that  of  last  year. 

The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  the  registration  dis¬ 
trict  was  1268;  in  1893  number  was  1069;  in  1894,  IOI7  5 
showing  an  increase,  for  1895.  29&  took  place  in  the  Stoke 

Borough.  Generally  speaking  the  health  of  inhabitants  of  the 
Borough  was  good,  but  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Enteric 
Fever  were  notified  in  most  months  during  the  year,  and  in 
December  Measles  prevailed  epidemically. 

A  local  geologist  states  that  the  Borough  of  Stoke-upon- 
Trent  is  situated  on  the  western  side  of  the  valley  of  the  upper 
Trent,  which  is  at  this  point  very  steep  on  account  of  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  a  bed  of  sandstone,  which,  overlying  the  softer  carboni- 
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ferous  clay,  has  prevented  erosion,  and  has  therefore  hindered 
the  westward  extension  of  the  valley.  The  whole  of  the  Borough 
is  situated  on  carboniferous  beds  belonging  to  the  Upper  Coal 
Measures  ;  although  in  the  geological  maps  the  ridge  forming 
Hartshill,  Penkhull  and  Oakhill  is  mapped  as  permian,  now  a 
universally  acknowledged  error  on  lithological  and  palaeonto¬ 
logical  grounds.  The  local  and  surface  carboniferous  beds  con¬ 
sist  of  the  succession  of  a  sandstone  with  various  beds  of  so-called 
marl  with  their  coals  underlying  it.  This  sandstone  bed  forms 
the  Hartshill  and  Penkhull  ridge,  and  being  porous  absorbs  rain 
water,  but  beneath  it  is  a  bed  of  thick  clay,  which,  being  imper¬ 
vious  to  water,  causes  the  water  to  appear  at  the  junction  of  the 
sandstone  and  clay  beds  as  springs,  which  are  found  along  a 
definite  line  on  both  sides  of  the  hill.  On  the  Stoke  side  Honey- 
wall,  Park  well,  and  the  Springs  at  the  top  of  Sheppard  Street 
and  at  Oakhill  are  the  result  of  this  formation. 

The  carboniferous  beds  on  the  slope  of  the  hill  are  often 
overlaid  by  a  stiff  clay  with  foreign  or  erratic  rocks,  known  as 
boulder  clay.  This  clay  is  also  impervious  to  water,  and  houses 
built  on  it  are  liable  to  be  damp. 

Down  the  valley  of  the  Trent  itself,  the  carboniferous  beds 
are  overlaid  with  the  sands  and  gravels  deposited  by  that  river, 
which  has  meandered  from  one  side  of  the  valley  to  the  other 
during  a  long  course  of  years,  which  have  been  occupied  in  its 
gradual  excavation.  These  sands  and  gravels,  underlaid  by 
beds  impervious  to  water,  contain  large  quantities  of  water,  and 
are  therefore  always  damp  and  present  difficulties  when  it  is 
necessary  to  sink  into  them  for  engineering  purposes. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  given  as  1720  acres,  of  which 
about  one-fourth  is  built  upon.  There  is  no  land  which  can 
actually  be  called  waste  in  the  Borough  ;  about  three-fourths  of 
the  total  area  consists  of  farmed  land.  Some  portions  being 
covered  with  schraff  from  the  manufactories,  and  a  small  portion 
used  as  a  tip  for  ashes,  &c. 
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The  Population  according  to  the  Censuses  of 

1871  was  15,144 
1881  was  19,261 
1891  was  24,013 

Giving  in  1891  nearly  fourteen  persons  per  acre. 


The  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  from  the  date  of  the  last 
census  to  the  end  of  1892,  was  242,  making,  (by  natural  increase) 
the  population  to  that  date  24,255  ;  for  1893  the  excess  was  12 1, 
bringing  the  population  to  24,396  ;  in  1894  it  was  204,  making 
the  population  24,600,  and  in  1895  it  was  147,  giving,  by  natural 
increase,  to  the  end  of  the  year  a  population  of  24,747. 

1  hese  numbers  are  constantly  being  increased  by  the  immi¬ 
gration  from  neighbouring  towns  and  rural  districts,  (the  actual 
increase),  and  as  the  population  increased  from  the  census  of  1881 
to  that  of  1891  by  4,752,  I  estimate  the  population  to  the  end  of 
1895  t°  be  near  upon  26,442,  this  being  at  the  rate  of  15-3  persons 
per  acre. 


The  density  of  the  population  is  much  greater  in  some  dis¬ 
tricts  than  others,  (for  as  before  stated)  much  land  and  many 
spare  spaces  are  not  built  upon. 


According  to  information  given  by  the  Borough  Surveyor, 
the  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  was  in 
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So  that  the  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  according  to  this 
statement,  deducting  two  dwellings  which  have  been  closed,  is 
4,881.  These  figures  show  that  the  number  of  houses  erected  in 
the  Borough  during  1895  was  ^ess  than  in  the  preceding  years. 
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The  number  of  houses  with  less  than  five  rooms  was  given 
in  1893  as  1 ,9 1 4?  the  number  of  houses  with  only  two  rooms  as 
about  40. 

Taking  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  as  five,  it 
would  give  a  population  of  24,405,  shewing  some  overcrowding, 
to  which  condition  constant  attention  has  been  paid,  and  in  all 
instances  the  nuisances  abated. 


There  are  no  cellar  dwellings  in  the  Borough. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  past  year  was 
872  ;  439  males,  and  433  females,  the  births  occurred  in  two 
localities,  namely — 

Stoke  Borough — Males,  407  ;  Females,  419. 

Stoke  Workhouse — Males,  32  ;  Females,  14. 

Giving  a  birth  rate  of  31*1  for  the  Borough,  and  i*8  for  the 
Workhouse  ;  nine  of  the  births  in  the  Workhouse  belong  to 
Stoke,  so  that  the  actual  birth  rate  for  the  whole  Borough  was 

3I*5- 

Of  the  total  births  43  males  and  28  females  were  illegiti¬ 
mate,  giving  a  percentage  of  8-i  for  1895.  In  1892  the  percent¬ 
age  was  6*5;  in  1893  5‘b;  in  1894  5*71  showing  an  increase  on  the 
total  number  of  births. 

In  1891  the  births  were  831 ;  in  1892  816;  in  1893  they  were 
874;  and  in  1894  they  were  81 1. 


These  figures  shew  an  increase  of  births  for  1895. 


Gross  Birth  rate  for  1890 
„  „  1891 

„  „  1892 

„  »  1893 

„  „  1894 

„  „  1895 


•••  3°'3 

...  34-6 

•••  32-3 

...  344  nett  33*3 

...  31*1  „  30*1 

—  32‘9  »  3 i\5 


These  are  about  the  usual  birth-rates  for  towns  of  the  size  of 
Stoke. 
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In  33  large  English  towns  the  average  birth  rate  for  1893 
was  31-9;  1894  3°*7;  and  i895  31'3- 

The  mortality  returns  of  the  Registrars  show  that  the 
total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  725,  com¬ 
prising  408  males  and  317  females. 

These  numbers  are  subject  to  considerable  reduction  on 
account  of  some  of  the  deaths  occurring  in  two  public  institutions, 
situate  in  the  Borough,  but  coming  from  other  localities,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  included  in  the  deaths  belonging  to  Stoke 
proper. 

These  figures  give  a  death  rate  of  27*4,  but  deducting  the 
number  of  deaths  (274)  of  persons,  who,  though  dying  in,  did  not 
belong  to  the  Borough  the  death  rate  is  reduced  to  17*0. 

In  1891  the  total  deaths  were  704;  males  408,  females  296. 
The  nett  deaths  were  398,  and  the  death  rates  29*3  and  16*5. 

In  1892  the  total  deaths  were  724;  males  438,  females  286. 
The  nett  deaths  were  422,  and  the  death  rates  24-7  and  16*7. 

In  1893  total  number  of  deaths  was  720;  males  410, 
females  310.  The  nett  deaths  were  482,  and  the  death  rates  28*4 
and  *19. 

In  1894  total  number  of  deaths  was  607;  males  342, 
females  265.  The  nett  deaths  were  410,  and  the  death  rates  23-3 
and  15*7. 

In  1895  fhe  deaths  occurred  in  three  localities,  viz.  : — 
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The  deaths  certified  were  as  follows 
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The  deaths  uncertified  were;  1 

I 
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Deaths  not  belonging  to  the  Borough  : 

MALES  FEMALES  TOTAL 


166  108  274 

Inquest  on  deaths  belonging  to  Stoke  ...  10 

Inquest  on  deaths  not  belonging  to  Stoke  ...  27 

Deaths  from  violence  belonging  to  Stoke  ...  2 

Deaths  from  violence  not  belonging  to  Stoke  ...  30 


The  death  rate  in  33  large  English  towns  for  1893  was  21  *6  ; 
for  1894  was  15’^>  5  for  J^95  was  20-6. 


The  deaths  classified 

according 

to  age 

were  as 

follows  : 
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It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  many 
important  measures  have  been  adopted  for  the  improvement  of 
the  general  life  of  the  potters.  Over-alls  are  now  used  by  all 
workers  in  the  dust  and  glaze,  and  mess-rooms  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  those  employed  in  the  lead  departments,  who  are  also 
obliged  to  wash  before  partaking  of  their  food.  For  this  pur¬ 
pose  lavatories  have  been  provided  with  all  necessary  conve¬ 
niences.  Respirators  have  been  advised  for  all  the  potters,  but 
the  use  of  them  remains,  as  yet,  optional.  It  is  also  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  workers,  do  not  return  home  in  their  over-alls. 
Throughout  the  works  ventilation  has  been  greatly  improved. 
Pottery,  therefore,  has  become  and  will  be  a  more  healthy  trade, 
if  the  rules  for  the  benefit  of  the  workpeople  are  properly  car¬ 
ried  out. 


STOURPORT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


- . — <  ■ - 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

^Tebicctl  Officer  of  JsectlfJ), 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1895. 


Gentlemen, 

ioi  Births — 50  male,  51  female — were  registered  during 
the  year,  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  28-3  per  thousand,  population 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  tlie'year.  This  fate  is  'rather  higher 
than  that  of  1894,  26'2,  and  exactly  equals  the  average  rate  for 
the  last  seven  years. 

51  Deaths — 24  male,  27  female — were  also  registered.  The 
Death  Rate  is  therefore  14*3  per  thousand,  a  lower  rate  than 
we  have  had  in  the  district  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  exactly 
three  lower  than  the  average  rate  for  that  time. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate,  -84,  is  slightly  below  that  of 
1894,  I-I>  and  the  average  for  the  last  seven  years,  1. 

The  Infant  Mortality  has  risen  from  86  last  year,  to  nearly 
1 19,  though  it  is  still  well  below  our  high  average  for  the  last 
seven  years  of  15 1.  Twelve  children  under  the  age  of  one  year 
died,  most  of  them  from  diseases  usually  associated  with  artificial 
feeding — on  which  subject  the  mothers  of  Stourport  are  lament¬ 
ably  ignorant  and  wickedly  indifferent, — and  dirt,  which  is  almost 
invariably  associated  with  ignorance* 
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Ten  deaths  were  due  to  lung  disease,  of  these  five  succumbed 
to  Pulmonary  Consumption — the  best  cure  for  which  is  fresh  air 
and  plenty  of  it  ;  four  deaths  to  Heart  Disease,  which  usually 
means  antecedent  Rheumatic  or  Scarlet  Fever  ;  two  deaths  to 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver,  which  may  be  interpreted  Alcoholism  ;  two 
deaths  to  suicide,  one  poisoning,  one  drowning ;  one  death  to 
accident,  also  drowning ;  one  death  to  Cancer;  while  two  were 
uncertified. 

In  January,  February,  and  December  a  mild  type  of  Measles  • 
was  very  prevalent  among  the  children  of  the  district,  and  owing 
to  the  severe  weather  and  the  carelessness  of  mothers  many 
had  Bronchitis,  and  two  died. 

Also  in  January  and  February  an  epidemic  of  Typhoid  Fever 
broke  out  in,  and  was  confined  to,  Cheapside.  In  all,  14  cases 
were  reported  ;  but  though  several  were  very  seriously  ill  only 
one,  who  was  obviously  neglected,  died.  The  disease  was 
evidently  due  to  the  polluted  water  of  a  well  which  was 
temporarily  closed  —  but  which  is  now  again  in  constant 
use  —  while  town  water  was  supplied.  The  premises 
were  very  insanitary,  and  though  some  of  the  defects  have  been 
remedied  their  condition  is  not  altogether  satisfactory.  Another 
case,  probably  imported,  was  reported  in  July,  in  Mart  Lane, 
and  another,  in  White  Lion  Yard,  in  December.  In  both  these 
places  too  the  sanitary  surroundings  were  not  satisfactory. 

In  March  and  April,  when  the  cold  weather  was  subsiding, 
Influenza  of  a  comparatively  mild  type  prevailed  in  the  district, 
but  no  death  was  registered  as  due  to  the  disease. 

Throughout  the  year  only  five  cases,  two  in  one  house,  of 
Scarlet  Fever  were  reported.  Of  these  two  were  removed  to 
Hospital  and  the  rest  isolated  at  home.  All  recovered. 

The  same  arrangement  as  heretofore  exists  with  the  Kidder¬ 
minster  Corporation  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  Infectious 
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Disease  into  their  Hospital  ;  but  there  is  no  arrangement  made 
for  the  proper  isolation  of  Small-Pox  cases,  should  the  disease 
make  its  appearance  in  the  district.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted. 

Three  cases  of  Erysipelas,  one  of  Diphtheria,  and  two  of 
Membraneous  Croup  were  reported.  All  recovered. 

Systematic  Inspection 

This  has  been  done  regularly.  Various  sanitary  defedts  have 
been  reported,  and  in  some  instances  remedied. 

H ouse  A  ccommodation : — 

Apparently  sufficient.  There  are,  however,  a  large  number 
of  back  to  back  houses  which  cannot,  by  reason  of  their  structure, 
be  well  ventilated  and  are  therefore  insanitary  and  unhealthy. 
The  Local  Government  Board  do  not  allow  such  houses  to 
be  built  nowadays.  One  house  has  been  closed  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

Water  Supply  : — 

This  was  seriously  affedted  early  in  the  year  by  the  freezing 
of  the  main  pipes,  and  it  was  not  till  after  Easter  that  these  were 
in  proper  working  order  ;  in  the  meantime  water  was  supplied 
to  the  houses  in  carts.  Samples  of  water  were  sent  for  analysis 
from  two  wells,  and  though  the  analysis  was  satisfactory  there 
is  reason  to  suppose  that  the  water  was  seriously  polluted. 

Excrement  Disposal : — 

This  has  been  dealt  with  as  in  previous  years,  as  efficiently 
as  was  possible  in  the  circumstances,  though  at  times,  especially 
in  the  Summer,  it  proved  a  great  nuisance. 

Overcrowding  : — 

Three  cases  have  been  reported,  and  the  nuisance  abated. 
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Drainage  :  — 

In  December  the  County  Council  served  you  with  a  statutory 
notice  to  abate  the  pollution  of  the  rivers  Severn  and  Stour. 
As  you  are  aware  this  can  only  be  done  by  otherwise  disposing 
of  the  town  sewage.  After  a  tardy  correspondence  the  Kidder¬ 
minster  Corporation  have  decided  that  they  cannot  undertake 
to  receive  and  treat  it,  so  that  the  alternative  scheme  suggested 
by  Mr.  Willcox,  M.I.C.E.,  in  his  report  to  the  Stourport  Local 
Board,  will  doubtless  receive  your  early  and  serious  consideration. 

In  the  Summer  several  complaints  were  made  of  the  nuisance 
caused  by  the  escape  of  sewer-gas  through  the  old-fashioned  and 
insanitary  dipstone  traps  in  the  streets,  and  some  were  replaced 
by  proper  gully  traps.  Other  complaints  were  received  of  a 
horrible  stench  arising  from  the  open  sewer  which  discharges 
into  the  Severn  just  above  the  Bridge,  to  the  great  discomfort, 
disgust,  and  danger  of  the  boating  community.  Complaints  have 
been  made  of  a  similar  nuisance  caused  by  keeping  pigs  in  too 
close  proximity  to  the  public  highway. 

Scavenging  :  Promptly  and  satisfactorily  performed. 

The  Mortuary  :  Has  proved  itself  both  useful  and  needful. 

Canal  Boats  :  Have  been  inspected. 

Bakehouses  :  Generally  in  fair  condition,  but  some  not  so 
clean  and  tidy  as  is  desirable. 

Slaughterhouses  :  Have  been  inspected,  cleansed,  and  where 
necessary  repaired. 

Dairies ,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops :  Have  been  inspected  and 
proved  satisfactory. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Adi,  Food  unfit  for  human  consumption  : 
No  proceedings  taken. 
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Bye-laws  :  No  new  Bye-laws  have  been  made  ;  the  old  require 
reconstruction  in  conformity  with  the  Model  Bye-laws  published 
by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  level  crossing  at  the  Railway  Station  is  still  the  cause 
of  danger  and  delay  to  the  public. 


CERTIFIED  CAUSE  OF  DEATH: 


Bronchitis  . .  . .  4 

Heart  Disease  . .  . .  4 

Measles  . .  . .  2 

Premature  Birth  . .  2 

Phthisis  . .  . .  5 

Cachexia  . .  . .  8 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . .  2 

Senile  Decay  . .  . .  4 

Perirenal  Abscess  . .  1 

Ovarian  Tumour  . .  1 

Rheumatic  Fever  . .  1 


Enteric  Fever  . .  . .  1 

Apoplexy  . .  . .  5 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  1 

Gout  . .  . .  . .  1 

Drowned  . .  . .  2 

Poisoning  . .  . .  1 

Cancer  . .  . .  1 

Peritonitis  . .  . .  1 

Kidney  Disease  . .  2 

Uncertified  . .  . .  2 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  STANLEY  ROBINSON. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEAFTH  FOR  1895. 


Urban  District  of  Stourport. 


Area  in  Acres,  829.  Population,  1881,  3,358. 

,,  1891,  3,504. 

Increase,  1881-91,  146. 

Estimated  Population  1895,  3,562. 

Name  of  Medical  Oficev  of  Health  : — E.  Stanley  Robinson. 


mortality  from  subjoined  causes. 


Small  Pox. 

1 

1 

J 

Measles. 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid  Fever 
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Rheumatic 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

1 

Cancer. 

1 

1 

Phthisis. 

Pneumonia. 
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Heart  Disease 

Injuries. 

Other 

Diseases. 

O 

2 

I 

0 

I 

O 

I 

5 

I 

4 

4 

O 

34 

REGISTERED  BIRTHS. 

REGISTERED  DEATHS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

50 

51 

IOI 

24 

27 

51 

MORTALITY  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages. 


Under 

1  year. 

1  and 
under  5. 

5  and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

12 

I 

3 

3 

16 

16 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population  living  during  same  Period: 

Birth  Rate,  28  3.  Death  Rate,  14  3.  Zymotic  Death  Rate,  o'8y 
Infantile  Mortality,  ii8-8.  Phthisis  "  Death  Rate,  1-4.  Respiratory 
Death  Rate,  2-8.  Smallpox  Death  Rate,  o,  Measles  Death  Rate,  -56 
Scarlatina  Death  Rate  o.  Diphtheria  Death  Rate,  o.  Whooping 
Cough  Death  Rate,  o.  Fever  Death  Rate  0.28.  Diarrhoea  Death 

Rate,  o.  Cancer  Death  Rate,  0.28 


Cases 

Deaths 

Measles. 

Scarlatina,  i 

Diphtheria. 

I  Membrane¬ 
ous  Croup. 

Fever. 

Not 

Known 

2 

5 

0 

I 

O 

2 

O 

16 

I 

Hospital  Cases 
,,  Deaths 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

0 

] 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Diseases  prevalent:  Enteric  Fever,  Measles  and  Influenza  in  January, 

February  and  March. 


Council  Meeting,  March  \th,  1896. 


Ordered  that  the  foregoing  Report  be  printed  and  circulated, 


C.  HUGH  WATSON, 


Clerk  to  the  Council. 


Stour  port  : 

Haywood  &  Son,  Printers,  Stationers,  &c.,  14,  High  Street. 


MDCCCXCVI. 
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The  Infantile  mortality  in  1895  was  equal  to  192*6  per 
thousand  born,  and  2T9  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  of  the 
Borough. 

In  1894*,  183  per  thousand  born,  died. 

In  1893,  159  per  thousand  born,  died. 

In  1892,  161  per  thousand  born,  died. 

In  1891,  160  per  thousand  born,  died. 

In  1890,  190  per  thousand  born,  died. 

Again  1  draw  attention  to  the  large  infantile  mortality;  for 
comparison,  in  London  it  is  about  1 50  per  1,000  births.  In  large 
and  manufacturing  towns  such  as  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  it 
reaches  200  per  1 ,000  births.  The  large  infantile  mortality  for 
the  Borough  of  Stoke-upon-Trent  is  dependent  upon  various 
causes,  viz.  : — parentage,  early  and  improvident  marriages,  and 
the  manner  in  which  infants  are  looked  after  and  fed  ;  frequently 
they  are  given  starchy  and  unsuitable  food  before  their  digestive 
organs  are  developed  and  capable  of  assimilation,  thus  causing 
marasmus  and  diarrhoea,  and  in  many  cases  the  medical  man  is 
called  in  too  late  to  render  much  assistance  to  the  little  sufferers, 
whose  lives,  by  timely  consultation,  might  have  been  saved. 
Ignorant  and  prejudiced  women  are  largely  the  cause  of  such  a 
condition  of  affairs. 


The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  as  follows  : 
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Giving  a  zymotic  death  rate  for  the  combined  localities  of  2*5. 
Excluding  the  deaths  from  these  diseases  of  persons  not  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Borough,  which  were  21,  the  nett  zymotic  death  rate 
was  only  17. 
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In  1893  these  rates  were  37  and  27  ;  in  1894  they  were  i-8 
and  i*2  ;  a  maintained  low  zymotic  rate. 

The  average  zymotic  death  rate  for  33  large  English  towns 
for  1895  was  2*8. 


The  deaths  from  constitutional  diseases  in  the  combined  dis¬ 
tricts  were  : 
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In  1892  these  diseases  caused  150  deaths 
»  1893  »  »  157  „ 

5  5  I  894  5  5  5  •  122  ,  J 

In  1891  Phthisis  caused  41  deaths 

1892  ,,  ,,  66 

1893  >>  »  61 

1894  »  >>  54 

57  cases  of  these  diseases  did  not  belong  to  the  Borough. 
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Disease  of  the  respiratory  organs,  such  as  Bronchitis,  Pneu¬ 
monia,  and  Pleurisy  caused  133  deaths,  and  were  for  Stoke 
Borough  94  ;  Stoke  Workhouse  31  ;  N.  S.  Infirmary  8. 


In  1891 

these  diseases 

caused 

I  2  I 

deaths 

,,  1892 

) » 
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„  1893 
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98 
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,,  1894 

5 » 
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J  J 

43  cases  did  not  belong  to  the  Borough. 

Heart  Diseases  caused  78  deaths. 

In  1891  these  diseases  caused  53  deaths. 

,,  l892  ,,  ,5  5®  5’ 

,,  1893  ,,  „  65  ,, 

,,  1894  ”  ”  62  » 

40  cases  did  not  belong  to  the  Bcrough. 
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There  were  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notifica¬ 
tion  Act  the  following,  during  the  year  in 


Sh 

CD 

m 

i-i 

<D 

> 
a ) 

P 

> 

tn 

CTj 

Ph 

5h 

o 

S  x 

£ 

<u 

ci 

■4-1 

( D 

5-i 

cS 

(J 

<D 

X! 

-a 

Oh 

2  p 
^  2 
p  <j 

CD 

CD 

•  T— 1 

5-1 

0) 

-4 — 1 

P 

P  5h 
c  p 

•  rH  K- 

uerper 

Fever 

CD 

& 

•  r— ( 

in 

5-i 

j 

< 

H 

O 

73 

s 

W 

O 

d. 

w 

H 

January 

...  16  ... 

0  . 

..  1  ... 

0 

...  0 

•  •  •  1  •  •  * 

4 

...  22 

February 

...  34  ... 

0  , 

..  1  ... 

0 

...  1 

...  0  ... 

4 

...  40 

March 

•  ••  ••• 

4  . 

..  0  ... 

r— 

i 

...  0 

..  0  ... 

2 

...  28 

April 

...  28  ... 

2  . 

..  0  ... 

4 

...  0 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

3 

...  38 

May 

...  17  ... 

3  . 

..  0  ... 

2 

...  0 

o 

•  •  •  (A  •  o  • 

3 

...  28 

June 

...  16  ... 

1  . 

..  0  ... 

3 

...  0 

...  0  ... 

3 

...  23 

July 

...  32  ... 

1  . 

..  0  ... 

3 

...  0 

...  0  ... 

2 

...  38 

August 

...  23  ... 

1  . 

..  0  ... 

17 

...  0 

...  0  ... 

4 

...  45 

September 

...  15  ... 

1  . 

..  0  .. 

20 

...  0 

...  0  ... 

Q 

O 

..  39 

October 

7  ... 

6  . 

..  0  ... 

9 

...  0 

...  1  ... 

5 

...  28 

N  ovember 

...  15  ... 

4  . 

..  0  ... 

11 

...  0 

...  0  ... 

3 

..  33 

December 

...  8  ... 

2 

..  0  ... 

9 

...  0 

♦  •  •  0  •  •  • 

7 

...  26 

Total 

...  226  ... 

25  . 

..  2  ... 

85 

...  1 

...  6  ... 

43 

...  388 

In  1892 

...  133  ... 

IS  . 

..  2  ... 

46 

...  1 

...  0  ... 

49 

...  249 

„  1893 

...  301  ... 

32  . 

•  1  •  •  • 

177 

...  4 

...  4  ... 

2 

...  521 

„  1894 

...  251  ... 

29  . 

.  1  ... 

88 

...  6 

...  4  ... 

37 

...  417 

No  case  of  breach  of  the  Act  came  under  my  notice  during 
the  year. 

Only  one  case  of  Small-Pox  was  notified  during  the  year,  al¬ 
though  the  disease  was  prevalent  in  other  districts  of  the  County. 
Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  each  month,  and  was  more  prevalent 
during  the  months  of  February,  April,  July,  and  August.  Of 
these,  51  were  sent  to  the  Contagious  Diseases  Hospital,  of 
which  2  died.  Had  this  Hospital  not  been  established,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  disease  would  have  been  more  prevalent,  and 
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that  more  deaths  would  have  occurred.  The  deaths  from  this 
disease  were  few,  8  out  of  226  cases  ;  22  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  2  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  and  1  case  of 
Diphtheria  in  the  N.  S.  Infirmary. 

In  1893,  83  cases  were  sent  to  the  Contagious  Diseases  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  2  died. 

In  1894,  the  same  number  was  sent,  and  1  died. 

The  number  of  houses  infected  during  1893  was  346. 

,,  ,,  ,,  1894  ,,  286. 

»  „  „  1895  ,,  230. 

The  Diphtheria  cases  were  scattered  throughout  the 
Borough,  and  caused  only  two  deaths.  Attendance  at  school, 
where  some  children  suffering  from  sore  throats  mix  with  their 
fellow  scholars,  is  likely  to  conduce  to  this  disease  ;  as  also  is 
residence  in  damp  houses,  damp  surroundings,  infected  water 
and  milk,  and  unwholesome  food. 

Cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  from  March  to  Decem¬ 
ber.  23  were  imported,  of  which  9  died  ;  of  the  cases  occurring 
in  Stoke  proper,  3  died.  Some  cases  were  notified  twice.  The 
disease  as  usual  was  more  prevalent  in  the  months  of  August  and 
September  than  any  other  months. 

The  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified  were  very  numerous.  No 
death  from  the  disease  was  registered.  Of  the  cases  notified, 
35  belonged  to  Stoke  and  6  to  the  Public  Institutions. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  not  included  in  the  sche¬ 
dule  of  diseases  to  be  notified  as  compulsory. 

Influenza  prevailed  in  the  first  months  of  the  year 

I  am  indebted  to  the  medical  men  practising  in  the  Borough 
for  keeping  me  informed  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  not 
scheduled  coming  under  their  observation. 

The  cost  of  carrying  out  the  Notification  Act  was  £4Z  I  7s.  ; 
in  1893  it  was  £§'2  2s.  6d. ;  and  in  1894  £4:7  13s.  6d. 

The  maintainance  of  51  persons  sent  to  the  Hospital 
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averaged  about  £ 4  5s.  9d.  per  head.  Total  chaerg 

^2 18  11s.  9d. 

Zymotic  Diseases  were  notified  from  the  following  streets 
and  places  : 


Albert  street 
Back  Glebe  street 
Bagnall’s  row 
Bath  street 
Bedford  sheet 
Belmont  villa 
Berry  street 
Bold  street 
Bootlien  road 
Boughey  street 
Brick  Kiln  lane 
Brick  yard  (Caddick’s) 
Brighton  street 
Campbell  road 
Canal  boat 
Canning  street 
Cartledge  street 
Chapel  street 
Clarence  street 
New  street 
Newcastle  road 
North  street 
North  terrace 
Nursery  street 
Oakhill 

Occupation  street 
Oxford  street 
Park  street 
Peel  street 
Penkhull  farm 
Penkhull  new  road 
Penkhull  terrace 
Pleasant  row 
Plough  inn 
Princes  road 
Prospect  row 
Pump  street 


Cliff e  bank  square 
Clyde  street 
Cooper’s  Arms 
Copeland  street 
Cornwallis  street 
Crate  street 
Duke  street 
Plash  lane 
Frederick  street 
Frank  street 
George  street 
Gladstone  street 
Hall  street 
Hartshill 
Havelock  street 
High  street 
Hill  street 
Honeywall 
Hubbard’s  row 
Queen  street 
Registry  street 
Richmond  street 
Selwyn  street 
Seven  row 
Shelton  new  road 
Shelton  old  road 
Sheppard  street 
Sideway  road 
Slaney  street 
Spring  fields 
Steele’s  cottages 
Stoke  lodge 
Stoke  old  road 
Stoney  fields 
Stone  street 
Stubbs’  entry 
Summer  street 


Ilulme  street 
Inglis  street 
James  street 
Lancaster  road 
Lawrence  street 
Lawson  terrace 
Leason  street 
Leech  street 
Lewis  stieet 
Liverpool  road 
London  road 
Lonsdale  street 
Lord  street 
Lovatt  stieet 
Low  grove 
Lytton  street 
Market  place 
Market  street 
Mayo  street 
Temple  street 
Thomas  street 
Trent  vale 
Union  street 
Upper  Bath  street 
Upper  Vine  street 
Victoria  street 
Villas 

Water  street 
Watson  street 
Welch  street 
West  street 
William  street 
Wilson  street 
Woo  1  street 
Woodhouse  terrace 
Woodland  street 
York  street 


By  Section  29  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1895, 
cases  of  lead  and  other  poisonings  are  notified  to  the  Chief  In¬ 
spector  of  Factories  at  the  Home  Office. 
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Weekly  returns  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been  regularly 
sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  recently  asked  for 
similar  returns. 

In  connection  with  the  Infectious  Disease  Notification  the 
Librarian  has  received  notice  of  289  infected  houses  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year.  Where  books  have  been  found  in 
these  houses  they  have  been  thoroughly  disinfected  before  being 
put  into  circulation  again,  and  not  one  single  instance  has  been 
found  where  disease  has  been  spread  through  their  agency. 

The  subjoined  is  an  abstract  from  the  last  2  half-yearly 
reports  of  the  Vaccination  Officer  : 


nd 


<v 

X 

O 

£ 

c n 

’Co 

(D 

& 

C/3 

rC 

u 

_ 1 

3  O 

IT,  a 

(U  TH 

U  cj 

CJ  d 
p  oj 

isuscep;ible 

P 

a 

E 

go 

•r) 

nd 

<d 

nd 

<L) 

c 

0 

a 

Tn 

O 

w 

I’S 

E  t: 

<U  (L) 

c/3  T3 

K*  .TH 

0  L 

c< 

c  w 

0) 

"O 

03 

£ 

d 

O 

CJ 

CJ 

rt 

rj 

p 

< 

0 

£ 

co> 

5 

Oh 

(20 

P 

H 

768 

..  610  . 

0 

.  •  mJ 

..  0  .. 

• 

GO 

..  16  . 

. .  5  , . 

22 

32  .. 

.  768 

SAMPLES  PURCHASED  AND  ANALYSED  IN  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  STOKE-UPON-TRENT, 

January,  1896. 


SAMPLES  OF 

NO. 

Milk 

80 

Two  adulterated  with  water. 

Ground  Ginger 

10 

Genuine 

White  Wine  Vinegar 

O 

O 

One  adulterated  simple  diluted  Acetic 
Acid 

Butter... 

30 

Genuine 

Lard  ... 

5 

?  5 

Whiskey 

10 

?  ? 

Brandy 

5 

J  1 

Rum  ... 

5 

?  ? 

Bread  ... 

10 

?  ? 

Mustard 

0 

?  ? 

Flour  ... 

3 

?? 
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2 1 0  visits  have  been  made  under  the  Margarine  Act.  No 
complaint. 

Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  milk  supplied  to  the 
Workhouse  and  N.  S.  Infirmary,  all  samples  are  returned 
genuine.  Also  milk  sold  on  Sunday. 

E.  W.  HORTON  KNIGHT,  E.  W.  T.  JONES, 

Inspector.  Analyst. 

W.  GIFFORD, 

Inspector's  Assistant. 


Our  Water  Supply. — Excepting  during  the  months  of 
January  and  February  the  water  supply  was  good.  The  scarcity 
during  those  months  was  occasioned  by  the  severe  weather,  which 
caused  the  bursting  of  a  many  pipes  when  the  supply  was  thus' 
intermittent.  Standards  were  erected  in  various  positions  from 
which  an  abundant  supply  was  obtained,  but  necessarily,  it  had 
to  be  carried. 

The  higher  parts  of  the  town  suffered  most  from  the  incon¬ 
venience.  The  water  from  Hatton  is  that  principally  supplied  to 
the  Borough,  and  analyses  show  that  it  is  exceptionally  pure,  free 
from  all  organic  pollution,  and  particularly  were  well  adapted  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

* 

The  four  drinking  fountains  in  the  Borough  are  situated  in 
Church  Street,  Liverpool  Road,  Minton’s,  and  Boothen  Bridge 
respectively.  The  water  supply  is  not  constant. 

There  are  thirty-five  houses  which  are  still  dependent  on 
local  wells  for  their  supply. 

The  supply  to  the  Baths  has  been  abundant  and  clear,  and 
free  from  moss  and  sediment. 
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I  have  during  the  past  year,  by  daily  observation  and  fre¬ 
quent  inspection,  kept  myself  well  informed  of  any  nuisance  likely 
to  interfere  with  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough, 
and  have  visited  all  places  where  nuisances  were  reported  to 
have  existed,  or  where  infectious  disease  presented  itself.  All 
these  nuisances  were  removed,  and  all  infected  places  thoroughly 
disinfected. 

All  insanitary  dwellings  discovered  by  or  reported  to  me 
have  been  attended  to  ;  and  overcrowding,  ventilation,  drainage, 
spouting,  ashpits,  &c.,  have  had  attention. 

The  markets  and  provision  shops  situated  in  the  Borough 
have  been  regularly  visited  during  the  year.  The  supply  of  food 
was  found  ample  for  the  customers,  and  the  quality  fairly  good. 

The  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  Borough  have  been 
prosecuted  with  the  least  nuisance  compatible  with  their  indi¬ 
vidual  unpleasantness. 

The  milk  shops,  dairies,  and  cow  sheds  have  been  visited. 
On  the  whole  the  quality  of  the  milk  was  satisfactory  and  the 
supply  abundant,  and  the  various  places  kept  in  a  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  ;  no  case  of  infectious  disease  being  allowed  to  remain  on 
the  premises  or  near  the  place  of  storage  or  distribution.  The 
return  made  by  the  Inspector,  Mr.  Knight,  of  samples  taken  for 
analysis,  made  during  1895,  shows  that  out  of  80  samples  taken 
only  2  were  diluted  with  water.  As  far  as  I  know  the  number 
of  cow  sheds  is  18,  milk  sellers  80,  and  dairies  15. 

The  bakehouses  situate  in  the  Borough  have  been  systemati¬ 
cally  visited  by  Her  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Factories  and  myself. 
They  have  all  been  limewashed  twice  during  the  year,  and  found 
to  be  well  ventilated  and  apart  from  any  bedrooms,  though  in 
some  cases  stables  were  found  close  to  them.  There  are  about 
70  bakehouses  in  the  Borough. 

The  slaughter-houses,  19  in  number  (all  licensed),  have  been 
inspected.  They  were  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  few 
nuisances  arising  from  them  have  been  complained  of.  The  need 
of  a  public  abattoir  is  nevertheless  urgently  apparent. 
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They  are  situated  as  follows  : 


Copeland  Street  (1) 
Liverpool  Road  (3) 
Peel  Street  (1) 

Red  Lion  Yard  (1) 
South  Terrace  (1) 
London  Road  (3) 
Stubb’s  (1) 


Penkhull  (1) 

High  Street  (1) 
Spring  Street  (1) 
Cross  Street  (1) 

St.  Ann  Street  (1) 
Trent  Vale  (1) 
William  Street  (1) 


Lonsdale  Street  (1) 

The  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  Borough  has  been 
frequently  inspected.  It  was  found  in  a  sanitary  condition  and 
free  from  overcrowding;  in  fact,  never  full.  No  case  of  illness 
occurred  in  it  during  the  year.  It  has  been  limewashed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  No 
women  are  lodged,  and  no  drink  is  allowed  on  the  premises. 

The  walls  and  all  nail-holes  and  crevices  have  been  attended  to, 
and  no  very  offensive  insects  discovered. 

I  am  informed  that  other  houses  do  accommodate  lodgers  ; 
but  they  are  not  registered. 

The  Police  Station,  of  which  complaints  were  made  in  past 
years,  is  to  be  removed  to  Copeland  Street.  When  the  new 
premises  are  occupied  there  will  be  more  rooms  at  your  dis¬ 
posal  for  the  accommodation  of  your  staff  of  officers. 

No  provision  is  available  within  the  Borough  for  the  disin¬ 
fection  of  infected  bedding  and  clothing.  It  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  the  town  if  the  Committee  would  erect  a  disinfect¬ 
ing  chamber;  the  only  one  available  is  that  at  Bucknall,  which 
is  a  great  distance  from  some  parts  of  the  Borough. 

The  Smoke  Nuisance. — Smoke  is  always  with  us,  and  is 
issued  principally  from  the  Brick' kilns  and  Tile  Works.  From 
enquiries  made  I  am  informed  that  the  trade  is  carried  on  with 
as  little  of  the  nuisance  as  possible  in  order  to  obtain  the  best 
results. 

The  Steam  Trams. — No  complaints  have  been  made  about 
the  Steam  Trams  during  the  year.  The  offensive  smells  have 
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not  been  so  frequent  or  perceptible,  yet  they  do  exist  at  times. 

The  Hide  and  Skin  Market  has  been  frequently  visited, 
and  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In  the  hot  weather  the 
skins  are  sent  away  daily.  Lime,  salt,  and  disinfectants  are 
freely  used  by  the  management.  No  complaint  has  been  made 
during  the  year.  Recently  a  depot  for  these  skins  has  been 
established  in  Wharf  Street. 

The  burning  of  bones,  an  offensive  process  carried  on  in  the 
Borough,  still  exists.  I  shall  be  pleased  when  this  nuisance  is 
abated. 

I  have  visited  the  Sewage  Farm  periodically,  and  found 
everything  in  good  order.  I  find  that  in  consequence  of  the 
continual  erection  of  new  buildings,  the  construction  of  new 
roads  and  streets,  and  the  numerous  additional  connections  to 
to  our  sewers  has  resulted  in  doubling  the  quantity  of  sewage  to 
be  dealt  with  at  the  Pumping  Station  than  it  was  at  the  time 
the  Farm  was  laid  out  in  1881. 

There  are  about  46  acres  of  land,  including  filter  beds, 
available  for  irrigation  purposes. 

Dr.  Reid,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  also  his  In¬ 
spector,  Mr.  Poulson,  have  visited  the  farm  at  various  times, 
and  were  satisfied  with  the  effluent  produced.  No  complaint 
has  been  made  of  river  pollution  from  our  district. 

A  great  amount  of  night-soil  is  conveyed  to  the  farm,  and 
after  the  admixture  of  dry  sludge  and  ashes  is,  as  far  as  possible, 
disposed  of  to  the  adjoining  farmers. 

The  dry  sludge  is  also  got  rid  of  by  raising  up  existing 
hollow  places  on  the  farm,  and  in  filling  up  the  old  river  course. 

The  public  urinals  situate  in  the  Borough  have  been  in¬ 
spected,  and  found  to  be  well  flushed  with  water  and  in  good 
repair.  They  are  regularly  cleansed  by  the  Borough  men,  and 
from  time  to  time  disinfected  by  the  Inspector. 
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Night-soil  and  manure  deposits  have  caused  numerous  com¬ 
plaints  to  be  made.  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  con¬ 
tractor  for  Hartshill  and  Basford  for  spreading  so  as  to  be  a 
nuisance. 

The  number  of  privies  and  cesspools  in  the  Borough  is 
4,380  ;  ashpits,  3,750 ;  w.c.’s,  with  cisterns,  278  ;  washout 

closets,  271  ;  ducketts,  30  ;  automatic  flushers,  3  ;  for  public 
streets,  6;  for  schools,  ;  and  1  for  16  houses  in  Cotton’s  Hole. 
I  again  strongly  recommend  the  Committee  to  insist  upon  the 
introduction  of  the  water  carriage  system  in  all  new  and  altered 
premises.  It  would  not  only  be  the  most  important  sanitary 
measure  that  could  be  adopted  in  the  Borough,  but  would 
ultimately  be  a  great  saving  to  the  ratepayers. 

The  River  Trent  and  the  Foulhay  Brook. — The  state  of 
the  river  was  very  bad  during  the  year,  large  quantities  of  crude 
sewage  are  poured  into  it  from  other  districts  before  it  passes 
through  Stoke.  Many  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  have  been  noti¬ 
fied  from  houses  abutting  on  it,  and  the  residents  in  these 
houses  complain  very  much. 

The  canals  passing  through  the  Borough  have  been  cleaned 
during  the  year,  but  still  the  water  therein  is  far  from  being  all 
that  could  be  desired.  The  County  Council  is  dealing  with  it. 

The  canal  boats  passing  through  Stoke  have  been  many 
times  visited.  They  are  found  clean,  but  overcrowded.  The 
condition  of  the  boat  people  received  attention.  One  case  of  an 
infectious  nature  was  found  among  them,  viz.:  Enteric  Fever, 
which  was  sent  to  the  N.  S.  Infirmary.  The  people  contribute 
to  the  fouling  of  the  water. 

All  pigstyes  that  have  been  inspected  have  been  found  suit¬ 
able  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  erected.  They  were 
fairly  distant  from  the  dwelling  houses  of  the  owners. 

The  roads  of  the  Borough  are  twenty  miles  in  length,  in¬ 
cluding  seven  miles  of  main  roads,  and  are  kept  in  good  state 
of  repair.  Many  of  the  back  passages  require  paving,  especially 
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at  Basford  and  Penkhull.  During  rainy  weather  the  condition 
of  those  unpaved  is  very  bad  and  conducive  to  illness. 

The  Contagious  Diseases  Hospital,  at  Bucknall,  has  proved 
most  useful,  and  its  use  has  prevented  the  spread  of  disease, 
especially  in  large  families  where  efficient  isolation  cannot  be 
secured,  being  practically  impossible  in  some  cases.  51  patients 
have  been  sent  from  the  Borough. 

The  need  of  a  Public  Mortuary  has  been  dften  felt  and 
strongly  recommended.  The  erection  of  one  would  remove 
many  complaints,  annoyances,  and  nuisances. 

A  destructor  would  be  a  most  useful  addition  to  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Apparatus  of  the  Borough. 

Petroleum  is  stored  at  the  Shropshire  Union  Wharf,  Cope¬ 
land  Street,  in  an  open  yard  ;  and  sand  is  stored  there  in  case 
of  emergency. 

The  Bye-laws  of  the  Borough  have  not  yet  been  revised.  I  shall 
be  pleased  when  this  much  needed  work  has  been  done. 

The  following  Act  has  been  adopted  during  the  year  : 

The  Fabtory  and  Workshop  ACL 

Stoke  Church  Yard  and  Cemetery  is  practically  closed,  though 
56  interments  took  place  there  last  year,  and  three  still-born  children 
were  buried.  Some  of  the  interments  were  of  persons  living  outside 
the  Borough,  but  who  possessed  the  right  of  interment  in  Stoke. 
All  the  still-born  were  certified  on  the  official  forms. 

JANUARY.— Outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  the  Workhouse,— 15  cases. 
Intermittent  Water  Supply. 

FEBRUARY. — Many  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs. 
Eleven  deaths  of  Old  People — 79  to  92  years. 

18  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  from  the  Workhouse. 
Influenza  prevalent,  but  not  fatal. 

Water  scarce  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  Borough. 

MARCH. — Decrease  in  Infantile  Mortality.  7  people  died  over  82  years 
of  age.  Mr.  Ball  died,  aged  95  years.  Mr.  Alderman 
Baddeley  died.  2  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  3  of  Scarlet 
Fever  in  the  Workhouse. 
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APRIL. — Increase  of  Infantile  Mortality.  3  deaths  over  80  years  of  age. 

High  Birth  Rate.  Puerperal  Fever  at  the  Workhouse. 

MAY. — Death  Rate  phenominally  low,  7*8.  No  death  from  any  Zymotic 
Disease.  3  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified  from  the 
Workhouse.  Whooping  Cough  prevalent. 

JUNE. — Low  Death  Rate.  High  Birth  Rate.  No  death  from  any  Zy¬ 
motic  Disease  (2  months.)  Several  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified  from  Basford  and  Cliff  Yale  Districts.  Great  flow 
of  Sewage  into  the  River  Trent. 

JULY. — Low  Death  Rate.  High  Birth  Rate.  Many  deaths  from 
Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs.  Scarlet  Fever  notified 
from  Liverpool  Road  and  Basford.  Reported  on  the  state 
of  the  Foulliay  Brook. 

AUGUST. — Death  Rate  low.  Birth  Rate  high. 

SEPTEMBER. — Death  Rate  low.  No  deaths  in  the  Glebe  District. 

Diarrhoea  very  prevalent.  Scarlet  Fever  prevalent  at  Bas¬ 
ford.  Most  of  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  imported. 
Many  complaints  about  Campbell  Road  Sewers. 

OCTOBER.— High  Death  Rate.  Excessive  Infantile  Mortality.  Birth 
Rate  unusually  high.  Zymotic  Rate  low.  Diseases  of  the 
Respiratory  Organs  numerous.  One  case  of  Enteric  Fever 
notified  from  a  Canal  Boat.  State  of  the  River  Trent 
very  bad. 

NOVEMBER. — Death  Rate  low  ;  also  Zymotic  Death  Rate.  Many 
cases  of  Enteric  Fever  notified. 

DECEMBER. — Death  rate  low.  No  deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease 
Birth  Rate  low.  Measles  prevalent,  necessitating  the  clos¬ 
ing  of  2  Infant  Schools  for  one  month. 


Stoke-upon-T  rent, 

March  llth,  1896. 

TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  TOWN  COUNCIL. 
Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  to  your  wish  I  attended  the  meetings  of  the  British 
Institute  of  Public  Health,  in  Hull,  in  the  month  of  August,  1895. 

I  was  pleased  to  accede  to  your  desire,  and  there,  gained  much 
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valuable  information  by  listening  to  the  discussions  of  the  delegates 
and  members  of  the  institute.  At  the  opening  meeting,  presided  over 
by  the  Mayor  of  Hull,  we  were  informed  that  in  1847  the  population 
of  Hull  was  70,000,  and  the  death  rate  was  then  31  per  1,000. 

Last  year  the  population  had  increased  to  216,000,  and  the  death 
rate  had  fallen  to  1 6 '9  per  1,000  living. 

This  great  reduction  in  the  death  rate  was  brought  about  by  a 
large  expenditure  by  the  provision  of  the  most  improved  Sanitary 
apparatus,  and  by  the  adoption  of  all  the  recent  Sanitary  methods.  70 
Sanitary  Authorities  were  represented,  and  300  delegates  attended 
the  Congress. 

Great  prominence  was  given  to  the  success  attending  the  pre¬ 
cautions  taken  for  the  prevention  of  the  incursion  of  Cholera,  and 
the  Members  of  the  Institute  thought  that  the  expense  of  these  pre¬ 
cautions  should  be  shared  by  the  Midland  Towns,  which  are  benefited 
by  such  measures  as  much  as  sea-ports  like  Hull. 

The  advisability  of  relieving  Parliament  of  some  of  its  work,  and 
giving  local  bodies  more  power  in  local  sanitary  matters,  gained  the 
unanimous  support  of  the  meeting. 

In  the  Preventive  Medical  Section  the  subject  of  Enteric  Fever 
caused  much  discussion,  especially  the  cause  of  this  zymotic.  It  was 
contended  that  the  disease  can  be  caused  by  drinking  water,  milk, 
and  other  fluids  in  which  the  Typhoid  bacillus  exists.  It  could  also  be 
contracted  from  sewage  gas,  foul  air,  and  ground  air. 

The  impurity  of  the  ground  air  is  due  to  the  decomposition  of 
the  various  organic  matters  which  are  washed  into  the  soil  by  the  rain, 
or  which  are  naturally  present  in  some  soils  (alluvial  and  marshy). 
These  hitter  are  usually  of  vegetable  origin. 

The  weight  of  the  discussion  went  to  prove  that  the  disease  was 
contagious,  although  not  so  much  as  Small-pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  and 
other  zymotic  diseases. 

Cleanliness,  abundance  of  fresh  air,  pure  water,  adequate  light, 
with  suitable  diet,  were  extolled  as  the  best  of  all  preventatives. 
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In  the  matter  of  disinfection,  nothing  was  spoken  of  so  highly  as 
super-heated  steam. 

All  the  delegates  agreed  that  the  Infectious  Disease  Notification 
Act  was  working  well,  and  doing  much  good  wherever  it  was 
adopted.  Some  delegates  thought  that  Erysipelas  might  be  omitted 
from  the  schedule,  and  some  were  of  opinion  that  Measles  and  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough  might  be  added  thereto  with  advantage. 

Many  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  many  kinds  of  sore  throats  were 
attributed  to  school  attendance  and  insanitary  conditions,  especially 
where  overcrowding  and  inefficient  supervision,  with  defective  venti¬ 
lation  existed. 

The  inspection  of  workshops  and  schools  was  thoroughly  con¬ 
sidered,  and  the  unanimous  opinion  was  that  they  should  be  periodi¬ 
cally  inspected. 

The  ordinary  domestic  filter  was  considered  inefficient  for  its  pur¬ 
pose,  and  Pasteur’s  filter  was  thought  to  be  the  best. 

The  adulteration  of  Food  and  Drugs  was  discussed,  and  largely 
attributed  to  the  desire  of  people  to  purchase  food  in  the  cheapest 
market,  and  to  the  keen  competition  in  trade. 

Back  to  back  houses  and  cellar  dwellings  were  proved  by 
statistics  to  be  unhealthy.  Many  more  cases  of  zymotic  diseases 
occurring  in  them  than  in  other  dwellings  more  favourably  situated. 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  has  not  been  adopted 
in  the  Borough.  No  doubt  that  vested  interest  may  be  one  reason 
for  its  non-adoption. 

Crematoria  were  recommended. 

We  were  informed  that  some  of  the  larger  cities  and  towns  were 
providing  themselves  with  such  a  sanitary  method  of  disposing  of  their 
dead. 

Public  abattoirs  were  strongly  recommended  in  populous  districts, 
and  the  desirablity  of  erecting  such  was  highly  advocated. 

Refuse  Destructors  must  be  in  the  future  adopted. 
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Local  Authorities  cannot  satisfactorily  deal  with  their  ashpit 
refuse  without  such  appliances. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  M.D.. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Stoke-ox-Tkent, 

11th  March,  1896. 

TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  TOWN  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

In  making  this  my  Annual  Report,  I  beg  leave  to  give  you  the 

following  information  of  work  done  in  my  department  during  the  past 

vear. 

*/ 

The  nuisances  dealt  with  are  as  under  : — 


Inspections  and  Observations 

Formal  Notice 

Nuisances  abated 

made. 

by  Authority. 

after  Notice. 

Dwelling 

’Foul  Conditions 

...  4  ... 

4 

4 

Houses 

Structural  Defects 

...  44  ... 

44 

44 

and 

Over-crowding 

...  9  ... 

9 

9 

Schools 

Unfit  for  Habitation  ... 

...  2  ... 

2 

2 

Lodging-houses 

...  30  ... 

1 

1 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

...  90  ...  Verbal 

. .  .Verbal 

Cowsheds 

...  60  ... 

—  ,, 

Bakehouses  ... 

...  70  ... 

» 

...  ,, 

S 1  augh  ter-h  ouses 

...  150  ... 

jj 

...  ,, 

Canal  Boats 

...  378  ... 

1 

1 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

...  197  ... 

197 

...  197 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

6  ... 

6 

6 

Water  Closets 

...  19  ... 

19. 

19 

House 

Defective  Traps 

...  51  ... 

51 

...  51 

J 

Drainage 

No  Disconnection 

•  •  «  .  .  . 

Other  Faults 

...  50  ... 

50 

...  50 

Water  Supply 

...  28  ... 

28 

...  28 
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Inspections  and  Observations 
made. 

Formal  Notice 
,  by  Authority 

Nuisances  abated 
after  Notice. 

Pigsties 

—  . . . 

—  . . . 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept 

...  17  ... 

17  ... 

17 

Offensive  Trades 

6  ... 

6  ... 

6 

Smoke  Nuisances 

...  20  ... 

20  ... 

20 

Other  Nuisances 

...  78  ... 

78  ... 

78 

Totals 

1 

1  o 

CO 

1  1 — 1 

533 

533 

Seizures  of  unwholesome  food  ...  ...  0 


Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  .  .  1 

„  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use  . .  1 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  1 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  60 

There  has  been  583  notices  served  during  the  past  year,  and  533 
nuisances  abated. 

House  Refuse. — The  number  of  Ashpits  cleansed  during  the  past 
twelve  months,  from  the  10th  Jan.  1895  to  the  24th  Jan.  1896,, 
is  as  follows: — 8,807  ashpits,  numbering  6,244  loads, -as  against 
12,180  pits  numbering  7,276  loads  last  year. 

Cesspools  : — The  number  of  Cesspools  cleansed  during  the  past 
twelve  months,  from  the  10th  Jan.  1895  to  the  24th  Jan.  1896, 
is  as  follows: — 7,883,  numbering  3,213  tubs,  as  against  8,326 
numbering  3697  tubs  as  against  last  year. 


Wage  Account. — The  Wage  Account  for  the  past  year  is  as  follows,. 


viz: — 

Wages 

Boat 

Horse  Hire 


1895-6 
...  £714  6  4 

£188  7  6 

...  £25  11  3 


1894-5 
£710  9  6 

£209  17  4 

£107  12  9 


£928  5  1  £1027  19  7 

Contagious  Diseases  Animals  Act. — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  Swine 
Fever  has  shewn  itself  in  the  Borough,  and  caused  22  pigs  to 
be  killed  or  die  that  had  Swine  Fever;  they  were  on  premises 
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situate  in  Boothen  Road;  off  High  Street;  Trent  Vale,  and 
Oak  Hill.  Also  one  ease  of  suspected  Rabies ;  this  proved  to 
be  Epilepsy. 

Infectious  Diseases. — I  have  removed  to  the  Hospital  50  persons 
suffering  from  Contagious  Diseases,  principally  Scarlet  Fever. 

Disinfectants. — I  have  Disinfected  all  known  premises  where  in¬ 
fectious  disease  has  shewn  itself. 

Hide  &  Skin  Market. — I  have  frequently  inspected  these  premises 
during  the  past  year. 

The  General  Market. — I  have  inspected  these  premises  when 
opened  for  sale  purposes. 

Lodging  House. — I  have  frequently  visited  these  premises  during 
the  past  year. 

Slaughter  Houses.  — 19  in  number  have  frequently  been  inspected 
during  the  past  year,  and  kept  clean,  and  frequently  lime-washed 

The  Bakehouses. — Have  been  frequently  inspected  during  the  past 
year. 

The  Dairies  &  Milk  Shops. — Have  also  been  frequently  inspected 
during  the  past  year. 

Public  Conveyances. — There  are  41  Licensed  Conveyances  for  hire 
in  the  Borough. 


Signed, 

E.  W.  HOWELL, 

Cer.  San.  Inspector. 


Stoke-on-Trent, 

23rd  March,  1896. 

TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  TOWN  COUNCIL. 
Gentlemen, 

As  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  beg  to  submit  to 
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you  my  Annual  Report  under  the  Canal  Boats  Act.  v 

1.  I  am  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Borough,  and  the  duties 
under  the  Canal  Boats  Act  are  included  therein. 

2.  The  number  of  boats  I  have  inspected  in  1895  is  378. 

3.  The  condition  of  the  boats  are  much  better  now  than  formerly, 
and  the  people  much  cleaner. 

4.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  one  case,  viz. — against  John 
Cotton  for  using  as  a  dwelling  an  unregistered  boat,  and  he  was 
ordered  to  pay  the  costs. 

5.  One  case  of  infectious  disease  was  dealt  with,  viz. — a  case  of 
Typhoid  Fever  on  board  the  boat  “  Katta,”  at  the  Shropshire 
Union  Wharf.  I  removed  the  child  to  the  North  Staffordshire 
Infirmary. 

6.  One  boat  was  detained  for  disinfection. 

7.  At  present  I  cannot  give  the  exact  number  of  boats  on  the 
register,  as  the  registers  are  in  London  undergoing  inspection. 

8.  The  number  of  boats  registered  in  1895,  distinguishing  the  cases 
in  which  fresh  registration  had  been  rendered  necessary  by  struc¬ 
tural  alterations  in  boats  previously  registered,  is  as  follows  : 

Boats  re-registered  ...  ...  ...  29 

New  Boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

34 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

E.  W.  HOWELL, 

Cer.  San.  Inspector. 


. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH,  1895 


URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  STOKE-UPON-TRENT . 


(A)  Deaths  Registered  during  the  year  1895,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities  ;  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for 
the  purpose  of  these  Statistics  ; 
Public  Institutions  being  shown 
as  Separate  Localities. 


Stoke  Borough 


Stoke  Workhouse  .. 


btORTH  Stafford  Infirmary.. 


Population 


c 

V 

U 


o  10 

it  CN 

00 


■5  O 

e  o 


22914  !  25032 


853 


246 


934 


Totals  ..  ..  ..  24013 


Registered  Births. 

Males 

Ft  males 

. 

'ci 

O  j 

H 

407 

419 

826 

32 

14 

46 

— 

— 

— 

439 

433 

872 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages. 


At  all 


ages 


20S 
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o 


194  402 


75 


84 


40S 


48 


3i7 


191 


Cl 


ra 

G 


G 

rt 


T3 
G  • 
rt  to 
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Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  deaths  of  Children  under  5  years  of  age. 


to  G 
—  G 


T5 

G 

c3 

MJ 

J-.  TO 
rt 

P  u 


150 


18 


132 


725 


168 


51 


13 


74 


18 


118 


S'H 

m  3, 


64 


84 


15 


89 


37  ;  291 


65 


i37 


Deaths  occurring  outside  the  District  among  persons  belonging  thereto  j 

which  may  be  added  to  the  above  in  estimating  the  rate  oft 
mortality .  ....  j 


Deaths  occurring  within  the  District  among  persons  not  belonging) 
thereto  which  may  be  deducted  from  the  above  totals  in  estimating  1 
the  rate  of  mortality  . . 
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Two 


108  274 


18  I 


23 


140 


61 


Fevers. 

V 

> 

CD 

0) 

Small-pox 

"rt 

rt 

a 

C/} 

Diphtheria 

Membranous 

Croup 

C/3 

O  | 

r>> 

H 

Enteric  cr 

Typhoid 

<y 

c 

G 

0 

0 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diarrhoea  or 

Dysentery 

0 

<v 

Ague 

Phthisis 

Bronchitis,  Pr 

monia.  and 

Pleurisy 

Heart  Diseas 

Injuries 

All  other 

Diseases 

Under  5 

— 

5 

I 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

28 

— 

— 

— 

45 

I 

— 

69 

5  and  upward; 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

_ 

— 

28 

49 

29 

2 

129 

Under  5 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

IO 

5  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

17 

25 

35 

3 

85 
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4 
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— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

8 

13 

22 

55 
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— 

7 

I 

I 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

29 

— 

— 

— 

5i 

I 

5 
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I 

I 

I 

— 

10 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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— 

— 

62 

82 
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— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 
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— 

— 

— 

— 
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— 

2 

— 

I 

— 

2 

; 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

3 

22 

5  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

l6 

37 

4° 

21 

IO9 

( g )  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  during  the  year  1895,  enumerating  the  Number  of  Houses  Infected,  the 
Total  Number  of  Deaths,  also  the  Number  of  Cases  Treated  and  the  Deaths  that 
occurred  in  Infectious  Hospitals. 


Small-pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membranous 

Croup 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Relapsing  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Houses  Infected  ...  . .  . 

— 

138 

21 

2 

— 

31 

I 

— 

2 

— 

35 

Not 

Notified 

Not 

Notified 

Total  cases  reported  among  persons  be¬ 
longing  to  District . 

I 

22S 

28 

2 

— 

62 

I 

— 

4 

— 

41 

Not 

Notified 

Not 

Notified 

Total  Deaths  reported  among 
belonging  to  District 

persons 

— 

6 

1 

I 

I 

I 

— 

O 

4 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Cases  treated  in  Hospital  among  persons 
belonging  to  District  . 

I 

48 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  occurring  in  Hospital  among 
persons  belonging  to  District . . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases”  is  Compulsory  in  the  District. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  not  included  among  the  Diseases  notified.  Area  of  District  is  1720  acres. 


Signed  SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


